
 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes—Tuesday, February 15th meeting 

 

 

On Tuesday, February 15th, 2022 the Kearney Park Board met for its 

monthly meeting in-person and via zoom.  Connie Crawford called 

the meeting to order. Members present were Kristi Mayo, Ali Jorn, 

Julie Jones, Connie Crawford, Lisa Cheesebrough, Dan Holt, and Jon 

Costa. Staff members present were Eric Marshall and Ryan Marcotte.  

 

Park board minutes from the January 20, 2022 meeting were 

presented, with Lisa Cheeseborough noting that Ali Jorn was referred 

to as “he” instead of “she” in the previous minutes. Dan Holt made a 

motion to approve the corrected minutes, and Lisa Cheesebrough 

seconding the motion…the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Public Requests and Petitions: Bridge of Hope (Women’s Charity) 

from Richmond, Missouri – Executive Director Connie Taylor, 39388 

Business Hwy 10, Richmond, MO and Dana Rowan – Office Mgr, 

17737 Dockery Rd, Richmond, MO asked the board for usage of 

Kearney Amphitheater on Saturday, June 18th, 2022 for a fundraising 

concert for their charity. They reported being established as a 501-3c 

charity in 2013, and that their numbers have increased each year since 

establishment, and that all of their services are provided free of 

charge.  

 

Connie Crawford asked if this was their first time attempting a concert 

fundraiser, and they indicated that it was. Connie Crawford asked that 

they’ll provide security, and they indicated that they will provide 

security, and that no alcohol would be provided or consumed. Ryan 

indicated that the Knights of Columbus have right of first refusal for 

concessions at the event, and that they’ll need to contact Larry Pratt 

with the Knights to set up concessions.  

 

Dan Holt asked if the charity had ever experienced protestors, and Ms. 

Taylor indicated that they had not, but have a plan in case they do. 

Dan then asked if they had people to park cars at the event, and Ms. 

Taylor said that she would add that to her list. Dan mentioned that 

they should mention that there is no permeant seating, so they patrons 

should bring their own chairs. 

 



  

Dan Holt made a motion for Bridge of Hope to rent the Amphitheater 

area on June 18th for a fundraiser concert, and Julie Jones seconded 

the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Old Business:  

 

Winter Sports: Ryan told the board that basketball had a few games 

left, and that spring sports signups had started in January. He also 

mentioned that we started a youth pickleball league with Ali Jorn 

leading the class. He said that practices for spring sports would start in 

April, and that so far, the signup numbers looked really good. 

 

Eric mentioned that the rental fees program for the baseball fields has 

been a success, and that the vast majority of outside teams signing up 

have at least 50% of their roster from Kearney, MO, so the program is 

working as we intended.  

 

Budget: Eric said that the parks department requested a new pickup 

truck in the upcoming fiscal year budget, as the old pickup was a 

2006, and needed replaced. 

 

Irrigation System: Eric reported that the irrigation system would be 

installed sometime in March (now April – RM). He mentioned that 

the company with the original low bid would not offer e-verify, which 

is a requirement to do projects with the City of Kearney. The next 

lowest bid was IDL company, which was around $1,700 higher, but 

they offer e-verify, so the bid went to them. Eric mentioned that the 

irrigation company would be responsible for calling in underground 

line locates before digging. 

 

Splash Pad Equipment: Eric reported that Scott Brown, the spash 

pad feature installer has removed the scratched piece of equipment 

and is having it re-powdercoated at no charge. Eric mentioned that 

Mr. Brown had affixed a block of wood over the opening left by the 

piece, and that Eric and Ray had caulked around the wood, creating a 

seal. Dan holt asked about the hard water scale on the splash bucket, 

and Ryan mentioned that it will be removed when the department 

services the splash park before opening weekend. 

 

Missouri Fairs and Festivals:  Eric said that he and Ryan went to the 

fairs and festivals convention in early February at the Lake of the 

Ozarks, and that they found potentially 3 acts for the amphitheater. 



  

 

 

New Business: park maintenance: Eric told the board that there has 

been a lot of crack sealing on the Jesse James Park trail, as well as 

cutting and trimming several trees. He mentioned that the hours and 

equipment used will count towards the Tree City USA commitment. 

Eric mentioned that the doors were being propped open on the old 

bathrooms at Lions Park overnight, and that it could create a pipe 

freezing problem.  

 

Youth Pickle Ball League: Ryan told the board that the youth 

pickleball leagues were set to run on Sundays, and that there would be 

3 age divisions, with limited spots available. Ryan also mentioned that 

adult pickleball league signups would be available by the end of the 

week. 

 

Land Acquisition: Dan Holt informed the board that the city is in 

negotiations to acquire land behind the existing pickleball courts from 

the school district to build a 12-court pickleball complex, as promised 

by the use tax initiative. 

 

Dan also mentioned that the city was in the process of acquiring land 

at 19th St and 33 HWY for the site of a future pool location. Dan also 

said CID monies from the Shoppes at Kearney project area 

accumulated enough to be able to purchase this piece of land. He 

cautioned that the land acquisition does not mean that a pool is 

imminent, as this is a multimillion-dollar project, and will take 

considerable time to plan, implement and build. Dan said that the 

administrators of the project recommended increasing the size of the 

concession stand. 

 

Jon Costa asked if the employees and lifeguards would be run by 

Parks and Rec or privately. Eric and Dan both said that it’s too early 

to tell. 

 

Amphitheater: Ryan told the board that the board that staff is 

working on lining up concerts for 2022, and that they are planning a 

regular, full season starting with Blues Fest on May 28th, Tom Carey 

Appreciation Night with Jerry Lee Lewis Tribute on June 11th, Bridge 

of Hope concert on June 18, July 3rd free concert with Tate Stevens, 

and concerts July 23rd and Aug 6th. He also mentioned that there was 

potential for a show at the end of June and late August.   



  

Eric mentioned that the Jesse James Festival would be moving their 

Rodeo to the first weekend of the festival, and the demolition derby 

would be the second weekend of the festival. 

 

John Costa brought up the need for more seating at the demolition 

derby, and inquired if there was any funding for seating. Ryan said 

that the festival had approached the parks department stating that they 

wanted to purchase more bleachers and put them on the south side of 

the demolition derby pit, as well as adding a permanent announcer 

stand over the entrance way.  

 

Tree City 2022: Eric mentioned that the City has qualified for Tree 

City USA once again, and that there would be an Arbor Day tree 

planting in the near future. 

 

 

Board Comments- Dan Holt asked about siding and windows for the 

Firehouse, Eric reported that Tim Cole was waiting on windows 

materials to come in.  

 

Dan then asked who was paying for the soundman at the Bridge of 

Hope event and Ryan responded that the renter would be responsible 

for sound techs per the contract. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT    

With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Julie Jones and seconded by Dan Holt to adjourn to Tuesday, 

March 15th, 2022. The motion carried. 

 
 

 

Approved: _____________________       Connie Crawford Chairperson   

 

 

Julie Jones______________________     Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


